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I.  Rules and conditions for entry*

* The term film is used here in reference to both film and video. 

TO ACCOMPANY YOUR ENTRY

1. A nominal fee of £8.00 / US$ 15 / Euro 10.00 should accompany all student entries, and £15.00 / US$ 25.00 / Euro 20.00, is charged for all other entries. In cases of hardship, upon written request these fees may be waived. However, in the absence of such waivers, entries without payment cannot be considered.

2. A completed Submission Form must accompany each preview copy submitted. The form asks for a brief written summary (maximum 100 words) of the film. Additional supporting written documentation, such as commentary, transcripts, etc., would be welcomed but is not essential (except as provided under 12 below).  

3. The submission of student entries must be supported by evidence of student status of the filmmaker at the time of completion of the film.  Only contributions that were completed when the maker was still enrolled as a student in an educational institution will be considered for the Wiley-Blackwell Student Film Prize.

OTHER PREREQUISITES

1. All entries submitted must have received their first public screening on or after 1 January 2006.

2. For pre-selection purposes, all entries should be submitted in a VHS format (PAL or NTSC) or DVD. 

3. Unless otherwise advised, all materials submitted for pre-selection purposes will be included in a videotheque which will operate during the Festival. Thereafter they remain with the RAI as part of its research collection / video archive. (for internal, non-public screening purposes only).  

4.  Entries submitted must in principle be available for non-commercial educational use. 

5. Any entry which has previously been submitted for an RAI prize will not be eligible. 

6. Films produced by or in association with the Institute are not eligible. 

7. The RAI will have the right to show any of the films submitted to non-commercial audiences. Extracts of no more than 4 minutes may be shown on television/web with a view to promoting the competitions and the Festival.

8. Films selected for screening will be announced by end of February 2009, and a full list will be published in the April 2009 issue of Anthropology Today.  Filmmakers who have been selected will be invited to resubmit their films in the preferred screening formats. 

9. With the exception of student entries (see 11), the shortlisted films may then be re-submitted for screening at the festival (format to be agreed).  (Deadline for delivery of screening version: 1 June 2009).

10. Entries for the Wiley-Blackwell Student Film Prize must be submitted in VHS or DVD only, whatever the production or editing formats. The purpose of this condition is to level out the differences that arise from the disparity in technical resources that are available to student filmmakers. 

11. The Prizes are international, and the submission of films from all parts of the world is encouraged, provided that the commentaries and subtitles are in English (or, alternatively, that fully translated English transcripts are made available). Film entries from all areas of the world will be considered for the competitive screenings. 

12. The Prizes will be open to films intended for a specialist academic audience as well as to those made for the general public. 

13. All entries, including student submissions, will be eligible for both the RAI and Basil Wright Prizes, and if of appropriate subject matter, also for the Material Culture and Archaeology or the Intangible Culture Film Prize.  However, more than one Prize will not be awarded to any particular submission. 

14. The Prizes will each be awarded to a single film or audio-visual production whether this is made as a single film or as part of a series. If the film is made as part of a series, a brief account of its context within the series should be submitted. 

15. The Prizes will be awarded to the individual maker(s) responsible for making the winning film(s), whether they are working on their own behalf or as part of a television company or other organisation.

16. One filmmaker associated with each production shortlisted for competitive screening will have free entrance to the Festival. Although the organizers welcome and encourage the attendance of filmmakers at the festival, unfortunately it is not possible to reimburse accommodation or travel expenses.

17.The RAI normally expects a copy of the entries awarded prizes to be offered to the RAI Film and Video Library and/or RAI International Video Sales on favourable terms for non-exclusive, non-commercial hiring and/or distribution.

DELIVERY AND RETURN OF FILMS 

1. Filmmakers or their agents submitting films must cover all costs related to the delivery of preview and screening copies to the RAI office. 

2. The RAI will however cover costs of returning the screening copies, which will be sent by insured air mail to the address from which they were submitted. 

3. It is most important that films from overseas should be sent by insured postage only. Films should on no account be sent by airfreight (unless through an agency with all costs paid by the consignor). 

4. To satisfy UK customs, all postage packages must be marked as follows: "Scientific film/video, value £15. Supplied free of charge solely for exhibition". No further documentation for customs is required. 

5. The RAI will not be responsible for any customs charges, freight or demurrage charges or any other charges incurred by entrants who failed to follow the submissions procedure laid down herein. 

6. The RAI staff cannot be spared for collecting films from airports, agencies, etc., in any circumstances. 


7. The RAI will take every reasonable care to protect films submitted.  However, the RAI will not be responsible for any loss or damage to films however caused. Entrants are advised to insure their films against loss or damage.

II. The following conditions will govern the award of prizes

1. There will be a panel of three judges, proposed by the RAI Film Committee and approved by the Council.  

2. Pre-selection of a short-list of films for screening will be undertaken in advance of the event by a sub-committee nominated by the Film Committee, but the judges are empowered to recognise any eligible film submitted, even it if is not shortlisted.  

3. In assessing the films, the judges will give greater weight to the anthropological content and visual merit than to the technical expertise or resources with which the films are made. This will be of particular importance in adjudication of the Student Film Prize. 

4. The judges may, at their discretion, seek assessments of any of the films from outside assessors. Such assessors shall be nominated by the judges. 

5. The RAI does not commit itself to award prizes if in the opinion of the judges the quality of the films submitted is not sufficiently high. 

6. The judges may, at their discretion, divide the prizes and they may give commendations to films not awarded a prize. 

7. The decision of the RAI Film Committee on any matter relating to the interpretation of these conditions shall be final. 

Submission deadline is 15 January 2009. Forms can be send by email. All preview tapes should be accompanied by a submission form and entry fee and arrive at the RAI offices by 24 January at the latest. Only films which were first released on or after 1 January 2006, and which have not been previously submitted for an Institute prize, will be considered eligible. 

Shortlisted entries will form the principal screening strand of the Festival. 

The submission of a film/video to the RAI International Film Festival implies the acceptance of the regulations herewith enclosed.

Send forms and entries to: Susanne Hammacher, Film Officer, Royal Anthropological Institute, 50 Fitzroy Street, London W1T 5BT, United Kingdom; email: film@therai.org.uk phone:++44(0)20 73870455, fax:++44(0)20 73888817
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